The Ancient Worlds of Asia
military enjoyed privileges and all officials carried arms. In wartime success was generously rewarded and failure equally severely punished. The Ch'in state thus became a faultlessly working machine within which there was obviously no room for any class system. A strong central power had swept all this away." 1_
Ch'in Shih Huang-ti, the first Ch'in Emperor, organised all the conquered states on the model of his own. The Empire was divided into thirty-six, then forty prefectures. This was the origin of the Chinese provinces, and it put an end to the feudal system, replacing it by a centralised power. It was the greatest political and economic reform that China has ever known and the new regime, in spite of all the later temporary setbacks, was preserved or re-established by the great succeeding dynasties.
The title assumed by the new Ch'in sovereign was also new. In place of "Wang" or "King" the title of all preceding monarchs, the Ch'in king Cheng styled himself " Huang-ti" or "August Emperor". The custom of giving dead kings the names of temples, hence passing judgment on their characters and that of their governments, was abolished. Henceforth every Emperor was to be called after the number of his reign in the dynastic succession, "from the first Emperor to the ten thousandth, through all eternity." The new Emperor thus assumed the title of "Shih Huang-ti" or "First August Emperor". Huang, meaning "august", corresponded roughly to the Roman "augustus", ti to "divus" and so the new Ch'in emperor's name to a certain extent foreshadowed that of the Roman Imperator. There is a certain parallel also in the fact that the dynasty came to a lamentable end with Ch'in's successor, for Enh Shih Huang-ti, the "Second August Emperor", was assassinated by his own officers.
The people did not accept this unification without a struggle. Each state had had its own customs, laws, measures, dress, language and even writing. The Emperor's Prime Minister Li-Ssu was determined to stamp out these ancient customs so
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